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The Oath to be Adminiſtred to the 
Ghurch-Wardens, and Sides-men 


| |. of every Pariſh. 


OUS OU ſhall Swear to enquire with 
the beſt diligence that you may, 
und preſent every perſon of your 
Pariſh ( as far as you are bound by Law) 
that hath done any offence in your Pariſh, 
contrary to the known Eccleſiaſtical Laws of 
this Kingdom now in force, or omitted any 
| Duty therein required. And this you ſhall 
| do, without favour or hatred ; So help you: 
1 God, and the W-5 Book. 
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ARTICLES 


INQUIRY 


Within the 
D I. © C E 2 
LICHFIELD ſep COVENTRY ; 


Inquiries about the Church and Church-yard. 


0 your Pariſh-Church and Chancel decenf- 
ie kept fez Gods honoar ? Are the Roofs, 

Malls, Pavements, and Windows well 
P, repaired ? Are the Ten Commandments, 


r oꝛds Payer, and the Creed, daawn our 
in wr Letters, in convenient Places? and are the Rings 
Arms ſet up. 


II. HAVE pour late Church ⸗WMardens made Leavies 
foz the reparation of the Church, and other holy uſcs ? And 
* hers any that refaſe to pay the pzopoztion levied upon 

em 


A 2 III. 


* 


Articles of Inquiry. 


III. IS there a Font of Stone decently covered, and, 
ing towarts the lower end of the Church, koz the Admini⸗ 
ſtratien of Beptiſm:? Is there a cemelp Table placey 
con venientlp in Church o2 Chappell foz the uſe of the Lozos 
Supper? Js there a comely Carpet of Silk oz good Stuff 
fo2 that holy Table, with a fair Linnen Cloth to ſpzeed 
upon it in the time of Adminiffration 2 And is tyere au 
handſome Cup of filvcr fez the Mine, and a Cover cf 
ſilver to the lame to put the Bread on >. And is there one 
oz moze Flaggons of Pe wter oz better metal foz that uſe? 


IV. A RE pour reading Deck and Pulpit conveniently- 
ſef up, and placed, fog the uſe of publick Pzayer and Ser⸗ 
mons 2 And hath your Pulpit a Cuſhion, and tomely 
covering befoze it? | 


V. IS there in pour Church the Common-Pzaper-. 
WBook of the largeſt Uolume, ſet fozth by Antbozity of this 
pzeſent Parliament? And ts there the Bible in Folio; 
fairly bound, of King James's Tzanſlatton: Js there a decent 
Surplice, (one oz moze ) foz your Parſon, Utcar, Curate, 
oz Lecurer, to wear in the time of all publique Miniſtra⸗ 
tions ? | 


VI. ARE the Tombs, Monuments, Gzaveſtones of the 
Dead in your Church, oz Church-yard, pꝛeſer ved, and not 
ſuffered to be b2oken, taken down, oz removed. | 


VII. IS there a Book of Parchment, wherein be Regi- 
fred ths Chriſtnings, Parriages, and Burials in your 
Pariſh 2 Js there a ſtrong Cheſt, with thres Locks, 
wherein to pꝛeſer ve pour Church Furniture? And a Box 
koʒ Alms, placed in a fit place foz the Relief of the Po? 


VIII. IS the Pouſe and Dut- Youfes of your iniſter 
in good and ſufficient repair? Doth he preſerve the Gar- 
bens, 
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Attiales of Inquiry. 

dens. Oꝛchards, and Glebe belonging to him, anv «ye ee 
gꝛowing in the ſald places, without imbezelling, changing, 
oz any way damnifying them 2 


IX. IS the Church-yard decently kept, and well fenced 
„to keep out Beaſts. 


Inquiries about the Parſon, Vicar, Curate, 
and Lecturer. 


* A VE the above⸗ named received Epiſcopal D2dt-- 
4 nation, accozding to the Laws of the Kingdom? 


II. C AN you tell who did pzeſent your Parſon, oʒ Uicar, 
to his Benefice 2 Ma ve you heard, oꝛ knobon, that he came in 
Simontacally 2 Mas he induced into his Beneſice befoze 
ſufficient witneſs 2 And did he read the nine and thirty 
Articles befoze oz at Pozning oz Evening paper? And 
did he give his conſent to them? | 


III. HATH he read the Book of Common pꝛaver as it 
is infoyned by the late Ad of Unifozmity foz publick Pzay- 
er, Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, t. on ſome Sunday 
befs2e the four and twentieth of Auguſt, Anno. 1662. And 
by the additoinal Act foz ſuch as were difabled befoze the 

« Feaft of the Nativity of our Lozd, Anno, 1663. and did, and 
doth he wear the Sarplice while he perfozmed that Office, 
- * Dffices mentioned in that Common Pꝛaper⸗ 

gok ? 


IV. HATH he publich'd his conſent unto the ſaid Book 
on ſome Sunday befoze the time above-menttoned, openly 
in time of Divine Service, and: hath he ſubleribed to the 
Declaration as it iserpaeftin the 77. page of the above 

- —— Statute, and manifefted tt to the Congzegation 
openly 2. . 


— —— — — — 
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Articles of Inquiry. 

v. DOTH he read the full Service, accozding fo the 
direction of the Common-p2ayor-book, on every Sunday 
and Yoly-day, at Pozning and Evening Pzayer : oz doth - 
be negligently omit any part of if. 4 


VI. DOT H he Pzeach a @ermon on every @unday, 
oz paocure a Sermon then to be Pzeach'so 2 Oz elſe ſomes 
times read one of the Yomilies which the Church hath ap- 
pointed? And doth he often on Sundays and Yoly-days 
befoze Divine Ser vice, infkruct his Pariſhioners in the 
Catechiſm in the Church. | 


VII. DO TH he read the Service appointed foz the fifth 
of November, thirtieth of January, twenty ninth of May 2 
and doth he keep the yearly Perambulation and Rogation 
dates befoze oz at the Feaſt of our Lozds Aſcenſion ? 


VIII. I F your Parſon oz Uicar keep a Curate, is he of 
godly Life and ſufficient Learning 2 Js he allowed by the 
Bichop, and can you tell whether the laid Curate have a 
— pig allowance accozding fo the value of the Wiv⸗ 

ng? 


IX. DOTH your Parth maintain a Lecurer ? Js 
he a Uertuous and'Dzthodor Divine? Is he Licenſed by 
the Biſhop ? Doth he read the full Divine Service of 
Common-Pzayer once a Poneth at the leaſt, wearing a 
Sur plice? 


X. HAVE yona Parſon, Uicar, oz Curate in your 
Pariſh, oz Hamlet? Jf not, how long have von been with⸗ 
ont one? and who is the Patron that ſhould pꝛeſent zone to 
the Dzdinary? 


XI. DO yonobſerve, to your beft underſtanding, that 
your Parſon, Uicar, Lecturer, oz Curate, do Preach the 


true Wozd of God? Oꝛ do they, to your judgment, (having 
conſulted 


U 
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Articles of Inquiry. 
conſulted with other gzave Pariſhioners, ) vent vany- 
rous Dpinions, derogating to the Glozy of God, and a 
pions Life? Do they teach edition direaly againſt his 
Majeſty, his Laws, and Government, oz do you note, that 
indirectly they caſt out Sevittous glances againſt the Civil 
State, oz Government Eccleſiaſtical? 


XII. DO TH your Piniſter celebzate the Lozds Sup⸗ 
per in the Church, accoꝛding to the Service of the Com⸗ 
mon-Pzayer-book.,. often every year * Doth he repulſe 
them from it that are ſcandalous by the ſentence of the 
Laws? Doth he Waptize ſuch Infants of his Pariſh, ac⸗ 
cozding to the Service of the Common-Pzayer, as upon 
warning given befoze, are bzought on Sundates- oz Yoly- 
daies to the Church with God-fathers and God-mothers, 
and upon lawfall Sammons doth he Baptize Infants at 
bome in caſe of danger and neceſſity. 


XIII. DOT H he viſit the Sick at their Bonſes, when 
he is required, upon lawful Dummons? Doth he Pꝛap with 
them, Exhozt them to faith and repentance, and comfozt 
them ? Doth he give them the Moly Communion, that pꝛo⸗ 
feſs faith in Chʒiſt, and ſozrow foztheir ſins if they require 
it; and doth he Exhozt them to 1Bzotherly love, and wozks 
— Charity, if they be able to bequeath a poztion to pious 
ules? 


3 XIv. DOT H he pꝛepare the voung Men and Paidens 
of the Parich to be confirmed by the Biſhop? Doth he 
Marry any clande ſtinelp, and at due hours in the Church, 
and that upon Banes thzice publich d on Sundaies oz Boly⸗ 
dates; oz Licence obtained from the Spiritual Caurt? And 
doth he bnr the Dead accozding to the Book ot Common- 


Pꝛaper? | 


XV. I'S your Piniffer,Lecurer,Curate,a man of ſober, 


chaff, juſt, unblameable Life ? and ſpare not to ** 
— 


— 
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XVI. DOTH your Pinifter with the 'Chnrch-Wars 

dens take care duely every year, to ſend in the names of all 
ſach in his Parich, as have been Bapttzed, Married, Buried, 
—_— they may be encolled in the Biſhops 
Regiltry : 


XVII. DOT H pour n peace with his 
Neighbours ? and Kody to keep them in peace as much as 
in him lies e Doth he take diligent care to revnce all Se- 
caries, Seperatiſts,and Refracozy perſons to the obedience 
of the Doctrine and Government of the Church? And doth 
he offer himſelf, being an able Learned man, to confer with 
Popich recuſants to convert them, and to bzing them info 
the Boſom of this Church? 


Inquiries about the Pariſhioners. 


I. D O all your Pariſhioners of due Age reſozf to the 

Divine Ser vice and Sermons in your Church on 
Sundays and Yolydays ? and on Wedneſday and Friday 
mozntngs, it conveniently they can? 


II. DO they oz any of their ſervants occupy themſelves 
in bodily Labours on Sundays oz Holp. days? do they open 
their Shops and ſell Wares on thoſe days? oz do Uintners. 
Uicualers, Jnn-keepers, oz others, receive any into their 
Mouſes to tipple and waſt time idly on thoſe days ? only 
they may receive Tzavellers that are upon a Journey in 
neceſſary occaſions. 


II. DO your Parithioners in the time of Divine Ser⸗ 
vice, Sermon, oz Yomily, behave themſelves reverently ? 
Men and Ponths with their Pats off, both Sexes giving 
due attention, none diſturbing holy Duties, by — 

ng, 


bim, oz them, that are nof every way — : | 


5 na ed 
7 


7 CES 


Y was compleat and lawfull ? 1 : 


— 


Articles of Inquiry. 


walking. removing, going ont, 02 uſing any other offence? | 


and do they all kneel, ſtand up, make anſwers in time of 
Divine Service. as you find it appointed in the Kubzicks 
of the Common-Pzayper-Book ?. 


iV. SUCH as may be diſcerned to be Papiſts, Þe- 
reticks, Schilmaticks, Anabaptiſts, Deperatiſts , Maas 
kers and the like, are not only to be. pocfented, but twelve 
pence ts to be levied on every ſuch perſon; and ſa: many ef 
them foz every Sunday as abſent themſelves from the 
Church, and to be imploped to the maintenance af the Paoz, 
whereof acc sunt is to be made to the Juſtices of the Peace. 


V. SUCH areto be pzeſented as ara known; oz much 
ſuſpeced to be Inceſtuous, oz to be married in Jnceſfnous 
oꝛ unlawul degrees of 18tood ; likewiſe van ought to pze- 
ſent known Adulterers, Foznicatozs, Blaſphemers, com- 
— Swearers, Daunkards, Dazcerers, 03 reſozters to 

trers. be e 91 


VI. ARE there any above the Age of fixteen vears in 
pour Pariſh, and eſpectally that ha ve been examined by vaur 
Miniſter in the Catechiſmbefoze, that do not come to the 
4020s upper, to partake it reverently upon their knees: 
three times every year at the leaſt, the Feaſt of Eaſter, oz 
the time thereabout, being one? r 


. VII, ARE there any in your: Marich, that keep their 
Childzen unbaptized 7 enquire diiigently, ' and return the 
Parents oz Governozs names, and the 1iff of thoſe Chil- 
dzen by ſuch names as you can learn. And are there any 
that cauſe their Childzen to be baptized pzivately, by any 
whom pour Miniſter doth not allom, and whoſe name ther 
will not declare, noꝛ bating thoſe Childzen, baptized in that 
pawate ſozt to the Church ia time of .pabtick er dite, that 
theit baptiim may be known to the Congzegation that it 


vill. 
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Articles of Inquiry. 


VIIl. D O all Women that have been ſafely delivered 
come to the Church in due time to partake.of the Common, 
Pꝛaper, and do ſuch Women pay their accuſtomed Dutiese 


IX. DO peur Pariſhioners bzing their dead to be de⸗ 
cently Buried after the Ser vice of the Church in their own 
Par ich gzounds ? oz if they carry the Dead away to be Bu⸗ 
ryed in ſome other place, whether they be Lodgers oz other 
Strangers, do they frſt obtain leave of the Piniler of the 
Pariſh, and bave his certificate 2 


X. DO any of your Pariſh nſually ms other Pas 
riſh Charches,and abſent themſelves from theit own ? 


XI. A R E there any that keep pzivate Conventicles. 
contrary to the Statute of this pzeſent Parliament in their 
Pouſes, oz. abzoav, which are reſs2ted to, by thoſe eſpecially 
that are known oz ſuſpected foz Sedaries, oz any way diſs 
affected to the pꝛeſent Church of England? 


XII. DO your Pariſhioners pay their Eaſter Offerings, 
and accuſtomed duties, called Uicarage. 1 0 by any 
* name, to their Minifter : * 


XIII. A R E there any Wilts 02 Tefſtaments of per⸗ 
ſons dead in your Parich, that are not pzoved by a lawfull 
Judge ? oz dd yon know oz hear of any goods apmtaiſtred 
without due gaant from the D2dinary ? 5 


XIV. W HAT Legacies have been given to pions uſes. 
in your Pariſh, which are utterly defrauded oz not imploxed 
to the Right uſe accoading fo the Will of the Donoz : 22 


Xv. A RE your Seats and Pews inthe Church none 
Iy kept :. And are the — placed in them without 
. and contention⸗ 2 X 


Inqui- 
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Articles of Inquu,, 


Inquiries about Church-Officers, and other Perjons. 


I. [ F any Stranger come to Pꝛeach in vour Pariſh Church 
o2 Chapel, on Sundays and Yoly-days,at Chatftnings. . 


Funerals, Parriages, oz any other occaſton,let the Church- 
Wardens demand to ſee hig Oꝛders and Licence fo pzeach 
which he had from the Biſhop ; and if ye can ſhew none, 
let them inhibit him from Pzeaching. 


H. DID your late Church-wardens ſaffer excommunt- 


cated Perſons to be Buried in any part of yonr Church, 


Chaneel o2 Church-yard? - 


1”. DO TH your Pariſh Clark, and Serfon (if yon 


have any ſuch) do their duties obedientlp and diligently 2 
Are they of honef Life and Converfation ? Js your Pariſh 
Clark duly choſen by the Piniſter e And is he allowed by 
the Þ2dinary ? Can he wiite der bude Doth he make Re- 
ſponſtons to theÞymns and other ages to the Liturgy? 


-_ IS gue: a chal _ 02 — in pour Pa- 


his ey an — 2 and doth he teach them the 
Church Catechiſm 2 Js there any who pzetend to be a Mi⸗ 
niſter, and is a Non-confozmif, who doth keep a School 
fo2 young Scholars in his Youſe in the name of ſome other 
perlon ? 


V. HA VE tou any Phyfician, nn oz Pidwike 
in — Parich, that pzaciſe without Licence 2 


VI. ARE your Church wardens duelp choſen in the 


week after Eaſter day, and after the cuſtome and manner of 
the Pariſh? 


VII. 
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